
College Preparatory Physics 
Ms. Marta Fuentes, Westmoor High School 

 
Email: mfuentes@juhsd.net 
Class phone:  650-550-7429 
 

Welcome to Physics!  This course focuses on the 
following topics: 

 How ideas are developed from Models 
 Motion and Forces 
 Conservation of Energy and Momentum 
 Heat and Thermodynamics 
 Waves 
 Electric and Magnetic Phenomena 

Supplies you will need every day: 
 A 4-color pen, (multiple colors of pen), a 

scientific calculator  
 A notebook and binder dedicated to this class 

only, please. 
 Your science book (unless Ms. Fuentes can 

secure a classroom set) 
 

Grades 
Homework 10% 
Classwork, Labs & Projects 35% 
Quizzes 25% 
Tests 20% 
Final 10% 
 
Text Book: 
Zitzewitz, Paul W., et al. Physics : principles and problems. New 
York: Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, 2005. Print. 

 
Extra Help 
The concepts presented in this class can be challenging 
and require time and effort. Advocate for yourself! I 
am often here after school and would be delighted to 
work with you. You should feel free to email anytime, 
if you include a picture of your work, I can give you 
feedback.  High school is a stressful time and it is 
important that you keep your teachers informed if you 
have extenuating circumstances which may be 
preventing you from performing at your best.  I’m here 
to help you learn and support you.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Academic Honesty 
Plagiarism is taking another person’s idea, expression, 
or writing and passing it off as your own.  Plagiarism 
can include but is not limited to the following:  copying 
from a book, a web site, or another person; quoting 
from a book, website, or another person and not 
citing the source; and paraphrasing an idea from a 
book, website, or another person and not citing the 
source.  Plagiarism is stealing.   
It can get you expelled from college, fired form a job 
and make one subject to civil suit in a court of law.  
 
 
 
 
 
To see a detailed Academic Honesty /Plagiarism 
Policy, please see an administrator. 
Consequences for cheating/ plagiarism:   
1)  For minor offenses, Ms. Fuentes will resolve the 

manner with you and your parent or guardian.  
Consequences may include but are not limited to 
the student receiving a failing grade on the 
assignment.   

2)  For serious offenses, teacher will report the offense 
to the Vice Principal of Guidance, Vice Principal of 
Administration, and/or the Principal so that the 
proper notation can be made in the student’s record 
(colleges could find out).  The student will earn a 
zero/failing grade for the assignment in question.  
The teacher and/or administrator will notify the 
student’s parent/guardian.  Suspension from class, 
suspension from school, and/or reduced/failing 
semester grade ay result from the offense.   

 
Absences, Tardies, and Make-up Work 
 
 
 
 
 Be seated and ready to work when the bell 

rings 
 
 If you are not in your seat when the bell rings 

you will need a pass from the office 
 
 If you miss a short quiz because you came in 

late, you can come make it up after school or 
receive an F 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“If you don’t ask, the answer 
is always ‘no’” 

-Nora Roberts 

owl.purdue.edu 
is very helpful with citations 

Come to class on time 



 
 
If you miss class because of illness or another type of 
excused absence, it is your responsibility to determine 
what you missed and make up the missed work.   

 
 
Make up 
assignments in the same number of days that you 
missed.   

For example, if you are sick for two days, you have an 
extra two days to complete the assignments.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Rules: 
1) Be a solution maker, not a problem pointer-outter. 

Present problems with a possible solution.  
 
DON’T: “I won’t be here next week because I am 
meeting with the president- what should I do? 
 
DO: “I won’t be here next week because I am 
meeting with the president- I will check google 
classroom while I am gone and get notes from 
_______.  Can we please meet after school when I get 
back to go over anything else I missed?” 
 

2) Advocate for yourself. If you have a problem, first talk 
to your teacher or email your teacher. 
 If the problem is not solved, talk to our department 
heads our dean. 
 If the problems is STILL not solved talked to a vice 
principal and finally our principal 
 

3) Be respectful, be courteous, be patient.  
DISRESPECT IS NEVER OK.  
It’s never ok to compare yourself to others. It’s not a 
race. No one is a better person because they know 
something you don’t. We can all learn if we do the 
work. 
 

4) Be on time, in your seat when the bell rings 
 

5) No late work will be accepted unless the student had 
an excused absence or is using a LateBuck 
 
A Latebuck buys you two days to turn in something 
you never turned in, or it buys you two days if you 
need extra time in the future. 
Latebucks can be earned by staying on task, 
participating and bringing in new, breakthrough 
science articles. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Ready to earn your first Latebuck? Ask Ms. Fuentes 
how! 
 

6) Raise your hand before you speak. 
 

7) Ask three before me.  If you are not sure how to 
proceed, and your safety is not at risk, ask three 
classmates before you ask me 
 

8) Check our Google Classroom if you miss class 
 

9) Class is not dismissed until I dismiss you. Please, don’t 
stand up and leave simply because the bell rang.   
 

10) If you are hungry, you can’t learn. I want you to learn 
and do well.  
Food is ok if the room remains clean.  Your food 
must be discrete, like a granola bar in your pocket or 
quietly eating a sandwich; not like a big plate of 
delicious smelling food that makes the whole room 
want to be your best friend. 
If this privilege is abused, the whole class will lose it 
for two weeks.  
 

11) No gum- ever. If you chew gum, I’ll ask you to come 
clean the underside of desks after school… because 
that’s where the gum ends up.  
 

12)  If you have to use the bathroom you will have to 
makeup the time after school.  If you forget, your time 
doubles then turns into detention. 
 

13) Phones are not allowed unless Ms. Fuentes designs a 
lesson where phones are a part of it.  If you are found 
using your phone without permission it will be 
confiscated and turned in to administration.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check Google Classroom 

If you want to learn, you have to participate.  
Complete your work. Ask for help. 

No practice, no struggle, no learning. 
Don’t back away from the struggle,  

it’s how we grow. 

 
I, (student name)                   ,  
have read the syllabus as and understand what is required 
of me in this course.  I will do my best to participate fully 
and to the best of my ability every day. 
 
Student signature: 
______________________________     
 
Date:___________________ 
 
Parent or guardian 
name:_________________________ 
 
Parent or guardian Signature: 
 
______________________   
 
Date:____________________ 


